
 
 
 

                                          8th Grade – English Language Arts (Enriched) 
                      

1st Quarter Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 1-
2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The 
Landlady” 
Roald Dahl 
(Found 
online) 
 
Students 
begin 
reading The 
Pigman 
 
 
 

8 RL.KID.2 Determine 
a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze 
its development over 
the course of the text, 
including its 
relationship to the 
characters, setting, and 
plot; provide an 
objective summary. 
8.RL.KID.3 Analyze 
how particular lines of 
dialogue or incidents in 
a story or drama propel 
the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, 
or provoke a decision. 
8.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information through 
the selection, 
organization, and 

Students Will:  
 
•  Understand and 
implement close 
reading 
techniques. 
•  Determine a 
theme of a text 
and analyze its 
development over 
the 
text. 
•  Identify and 
analyze how 
character traits are 
revealed. 
•  Analyze how 
dialogue or 
incidents propel 
the action, reveal 
aspects of a 
character, or 
provoke 
a decision. 

Writers 
construct stories 
that 
communicate 
ideas. 
 
Readers 
determine 
morals of 
stories, 
connecting to 
their everyday 
lives. 
 
Reading 
expands 
understanding 
of the world, its 
people, and 
oneself.  
 
Readers use 
strategies to 
construct 
meaning.  

How do 
life 
experiences 
shape 
values? 
 
 
  

Theme 
CharacterTraits 
Text Evidence 
Introduction 
Topic Sentence 

Writing 
component: In an 
essay, 
describe how Billy 
Weaver’s 
experiences shaped 
his outcome. 
Your essay should 
include an 
introductory 
paragraph, multiple 
body paragraphs, 
and concluding 
paragraph. The 
essay should 
include text 
evidence from the 
story, “The 
Landlady.” 
 
Test “The 
Landlady” 
covering theme 
and character 
traits. Assessment 



analysis of relevant 
content. 
8.W.TTP.2c Develop 
the topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples. 

•  Cite several 
pieces of text 
evidence to 
support 
conclusions. 
•  Write a clear 
and effective topic 
sentence that 
introduces a 
paragraph. 
•  Vary my 
sentence structure 
•  Maintain 
consistent tone 
and style when 
writing.    
 

 
Readers 
develop a 
deeper 
understanding 
through 
reflection of 
text. 
 
 

in StudySync 
(Think Questions) 

1st Quarter Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 3-4 Continue 
reading The 
Pigman 
 
“Born 
Worker” 
StudySync 
 
Excerpt from 
The 
Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer 
 
StudySync 
“Mother to 
Son” 
StudySync 
 
“Abuela 
Invents 
the Zero” 
StudySync 

8.RL.KID.2 
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a text 
and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text, 
including its 
relationship to the 
characters, 
setting, and plot; 
provide an 
objective summary. 
8.RL.KID.3 Analyze 
how particular 
lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a 
story or drama propel 
the action, 
reveal aspects of a 
character, or 
provoke a decision. 

Students will: 
 
• Determine the 
theme of a text 
and analyze it 
development. 
 • Write an 
objective 
summary of the 
text. 
• Identify and 
analyze how 
character traits are 
revealed 
through the text. 
 • Analyze the 
impact of word 
choice on 
meaning and tone. 
 • Cite textual 
evidence to 
support a 

Authors write 
with different 
purposes in 
mind.  
 
Readers use 
strategies to 
construct 
meaning. 
 
Readers 
develop a 
deeper 
understanding 
through 
reflection of 
text. 
 

How do 
life 
experiences 
shape 
values? 
 

Theme 
Objective 
   Summary 
Tone 
Introduction 
Sentence 
Structure 

Born Worker” and 
excerpt from The 
Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer will be 
analyzed. Identify 
how Tom Sawyer 
and Arnie Sanchez 
encompass the 
“Trickster.” Create 
a product to 
compare and 
contrast Tom and 
Arnie. (Create a 
meme, a digital 
Venn Diagram, 
paragraph, etc.) 
Analyze the 
difference between 
a critique and an 
objective 
summary. 



8.RL.CS.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including figurative 
and connotative 
meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific 
word choices on 
meaning and tone, 
including allusions to 
other texts, repetition 
of words and 
phrases, and 
analogies. 
8.RL.CS.6 Analyze 
how similarities and 
differences in the 
points of view of the 
audience and the 
characters create 
effects such as 
suspense, humor, or 
dramatic irony. 
 8.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information through 
the selection, 
organization, and 
analysis of relevant 
content. 
8.W.TTP.2c Develop 
the topic with 

conclusion. 
 • Analyze how 
dialogue or 
incidents propel 
the action, reveal 
aspects of a 
character, or 
provoke a 
decision. 
 • Analyze 
specific word 
choice that 
impacts meaning 
and tone. 
 • Use technology 
to produce a 
product. 
 • Write a clear 
and effective topic 
sentence that 
introduces a 
paragraph. 
 • Vary my 
sentence structure 
 • Maintain 
consistent tone 
and style 
when writing. 

Write an objective 
summary of the 
poem “Mother to 
Son,” including the 
theme. Explain 
how the author 
creates a specific 
tone when using 
figurative language 
and dialect to 
convey the 
message. 
 
Test over “Mother 
to Son” 
 
Create a book in 
Pages that 
addresses the 
following 
information: 
1. How does the 
theme from 
“Abuela Invents 
the Zero” help you 
understand a larger 
lesson about how 
life experiences 
can shape our 
values? 
2. Examine the 
conflict 
between the 2 
characters 
3. Examine the 
dialogue, 
feelings, and 
actions. 
4. Identify the 
theme and 



relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
example 

analyze how it is 
developed 
through the course 
of the text. 
You must use 
evidence from the 
text to support 
your ideas. 
 
Test over “Abuela 
Invents the Zero” 

1st Quarter Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Week 5-6 The Pigman 
 

8.RL.KID.2 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text, 
including its 
relationship to the 
characters, setting, and 
plot; provide an 
objective summary. 
8.RL.KID.3 Analyze 
how particular 
lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or 
drama propel the action, 
reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a 
decision. 
8.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information through 
the selection, 
organization, and 

Students will: 
 
• Determine a 
theme of a text 
and cite evidence 
to support it. 
• Cite several 
pieces of textual 
evidence-facts, 
definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or 
other information 
and examples to 
support 
conclusions. 
 • Analyze how 
dialogue or 
incidents propel 
the action, reveal 
aspects of a 
character, or 
provoke 
a decision. 
 • Analyze how 
contemporary 
texts are shaped 

Effective 
communication 
relies on the 
usage of proper 
forms. 
 
Writers have a 
purpose for 
writing. 
 
Writing is a 
multi-stage 
process.  
 
People 
communicate 
through 
speaking. 
 

How do 
life 
experiences 
shape 
values? 
 
How does 
the purpose 
influence 
the format 
of your 
writing?  
 
In what 
ways are 
ideas 
communic-
ated orally? 
 
 
 

Theme 
Evidence 
Dialogue 
Contemporary 
Foundational 

Choose one 
character from The 
Pigman and 
explain how that 
character helps to 
develop a major 
theme in the text. 
Focus on the 
character’s 
perspective, 
dialogue, 
actions, and 
internal thoughts. 
Use textual 
evidence to support 
your claim. 
 
Video evidence: 
Create a video that 
provides an 
objective summary 
and a critique of 
The Pigman. Focus 
on theme, 
characters, setting, 
character actions, 



analysis of relevant 
content. 
8.W.TTP.2a Introduce 
a topic clearly, 
using the introduction 
to prepare the reader for 
what is to follow. 
8.W.TTP.2c Develop 
the topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples. 
8.W.TTP.2d 
Thoroughly and 
accurately explain and 
elaborate on the 
evidence provided, 
demonstrating a clear 
understanding of the 
topic and the source 
material. 
 

by foundational 
texts. 

and character 
dialogue. 
 
Test over The 
Pigman 

1st Quarter Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Week 7 The Pigman 
 
Any text read 
this Quarter. 

8.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information through 
the selection, 
organization, and 
analysis of relevant 
content. 
a. Introduce a topic 
clearly, using the 
introduction to 
prepare the reader for 

Students will: 
 
• Write a 
complete, multi-
paragraph essay 
that analyzes two 
or more texts. 
• Support an 
analysis with 
evidence found in 
texts. 
• Write an 
introductory 
paragraph 

Readers use 
strategies to 
construct 
meaning.  
 
Reading 
expands 
understanding 
of the world, its 
people and 
oneself.  
 

How do 
life 
experiences 
shape 
values? 
 
How does 
the purpose 
influence 
the format 
of your 
writing?  
 

Informative 
Explanatory 
Introduction 
Conclusion 
Transitions 
 
 

Choose 2 
selections from this 
unit and think 
about the main 
characters 
and/or narrator. 
What does each 
person value most 
and how do the 
character’s 
experiences shape 
or even change 
his/her values? 



what is to follow. 
b. Synthesize and 
organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information into 
broader categories 
using effective 
strategies to create 
cohesion and aid in 
comprehension. 
c. Develop the topic 
with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples. 
d. Thoroughly and 
accurately explain and 
elaborate on the 
evidence provided, 
demonstrating a clear 
understanding of the 
topic and the source 
material. 
e. Craft an effective and 
relevant conclusion. 
f. Include formatting, 
graphics, and 
multimedia 
when appropriate. 
g. Use appropriate and 
varied transitions to 
create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts.   
h. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

that contains an 
effective thesis 
statement. 
• Plan an organize 
an essay using 
varied transitions. 
• Write an 
effective topic 
sentence that 
supports a thesis 
and introduces the 
ideas of the 
paragraph. 
• Write a well-
developed 
paragraph 
that includes a 
topic sentence, 
textual evidence, 
explanation, 
and a concluding 
sentence. 
• Write a 
concluding 
paragraph that 
broadens the ideas 
of the essay. 

Writers have a 
purpose for 
writing.  
 
Writing is a 
multi-stage 
process. 
 
Writing is a 
reflective 
process.  
 
Written 
communication 
and proper 
grammar 
mechanics 
promote 
fluency of 
communication. 
 

In what 
ways are 
ideas 
communic-
ated orally? 
 
What is the 
purpose of 
applying 
grammar 
and 
mechanics 
skills? 
 

Write a literary 
analysis that shows 
how personal 
experience can 
change people for 
better or worse. 
Your essay must 
include The 
Pigman. 



i. Use varied sentence 
structure to enhance 
meaning and reader 
interest. 
j. Establish and 
maintain a formal style. 
8.W.PDW.6 Use 
technology, 
including the Internet, 
to produce and publish 
writing and to 
collaborate with others; 
present the relationships 
between information 
and ideas 
efficiently; type a 
complete product in a 
single sitting as 
defined in W.1-3. 
8.W.RBPK.9 Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, reflections, or 
research with 
evidence found in 
literature or 
informational texts, 
applying grade 8 
standards for reading; 
assess whether the 
reasoning 
is sound and the 
evidence is 
relevant and sufficient 
to support the claims 
and recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is 
introduced. 
 
 



1st Quarter Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Week 8-9 Students will 
independently 
find websites, 
books, 
articles, and 
other texts 
to support 
their research 
question. 

8.RI.KID.3 Analyze 
the techniques 
used to distinguish 
between and to 
make connections 
among individuals, 
events, or ideas in a 
text. 
8.W.RBPK.7 Conduct 
research to answer a 
question (including a 
self-generated 
question), drawing on 
multiple sources and 
generating additional 
related, focused 
questions that 
allow for multiple 
avenues of 
exploration. 
8.W.RBPK.8 Use 
search terms 
effectively; integrate 
relevant and credible 
information from 
print and digital 
sources; quote 
or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of 
others while 
avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for 
citation. 
8.SL.CC.3 Delineate a 
speaker’s argument and 
specific claims, 
evaluating the 

Students will: 
 
• Generate a 
research question. 
• Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print and 
digital sources. 
• Assess the 
credibility and 
accuracy of each 
source. 
• Integrate the 
information while 
Avoiding 
plagiarism. 
• Find credible, 
reliable sources 
independently. 
• Integrate 
multimedia into 
presentations. 

Visual materials 
enhance 
understanding. 
 
People rely on a 
variety of 
resources to 
obtain 
information.  
 
New 
information 
may result in a 
new idea or a 
change of 
stance. 

How do 
life 
experiences 
shape 
values? 
 
How is 
information 
organized? 
 
Why is 
information 
organized 
in different 
ways? 
 
How do the 
visual 
materials 
send 
messages?  
 
How do 
visuals 
impact our 
thoughts 
and 
actions? 
 
 
 

Credibility 
Irrelevant 
Plagiarism 
Reliable 

Research/ 
presentations based 
on student-
generated research 
questions related to 
the texts and 
topics in this unit. 
 
Example include: 
Women of the 
1950s, Economic 
concerns of the 
1950s, Science and 
Technology 
innovation during 
the 1950s, Status 
of African-
Americans 
in the 1950s, 
Popular 
entertainment 
of the 1950s, 
Headlines of the 
1950s, Political 
concerns of the 
1950s. 



soundness of the 
reasoning and relevance 
and sufficiency 
of the evidence: 
identify when 
irrelevant evidence is 
introduced. 
8.SL.PKI.5 Integrate 
multimedia and visual 
displays 
into presentations to 
clarify information, to 
strengthen claims and 
evidence, and to add 
interest. 
8.W.PDW.6 Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and 
to collaborate with 
others; present the 
relationships 
between information 
and ideas efficiently; 
type a complete 
product in a single 
sitting as defined in 
W.1-3. 
8.W.RBPK.9 Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, reflections, or 
research with 
evidence found in 
literature or 
informational texts, 
applying grade 8 
standards for reading; 
assess whether the 
reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is 



relevant and sufficient 
to support the claims 
and recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is 
introduced. 

These 
standards 
are 
reinforced 
every 
quarter: 

Reading Literature/Informational Text 
     • 8.RL.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; support an interpretation of a text by citing 
        relevant textual evidence. 
     • 8.RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; support an interpretation of a text by citing 
        relevant textual evidence. 
     • 8.RL.IKI.9 Analyze how contemporary texts are shaped by foundational texts or literary archetypes and how authors allude 
       to traditional works, myths, or religious texts; describe how traditional elements are rendered anew. 
     • 8.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
       independently and proficiently. 
     • 8.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity 
       band independently and proficiently. 
Writing 
      • 8.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
       task, purpose, and audience. 
      • 8.W.PDW.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
        planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
        addressed. 
      • 8.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
        purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
     • 8.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions on 8th grade level topics and texts, engage effectively with varied 
       partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas clearly. 
     • 8.SL.CC.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media formats; evaluate the motives, such as 
       social, commercial, and political, behind its presentation. 
     • 8.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, valid reasoning, and wellchosen 
       details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
     • 8.SL.PKI.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
       indicated or appropriate. 
Language 
     • 8.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage. 
        a. When reading or listening, analyze the use of phrases and clauses within a larger text. 
        b. When reading or listening, explain the function of verbs. 



 
 
 
 

Quarter 2 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
1-3 

The Hound of 
The 
Baskervilles- 
NOVEL 
STUDY 
 
“The Monkey’s 
Paw” 
 
“Violence in the 
Movies” 
 
Enrichment: 
Cujo 

8.RL.KID.2 
Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text and 
analyze its 
development 
over the 
course of the 
text, including its 
relationship to 
the characters, 
setting, and plot; 
provide an 
objective 
summary. 
 

Students will: 
 
• Understand and 
implement close 
reading 
techniques 
 • Determine an 
author’s point of 
view or purpose 
 • Analyze how 
an author 
acknowledges 
and responds to 
conflicting 
evidence or 
viewpoints. 
 • Analyze two 
texts that 
disagree 

Reading expands 
understanding of 
the world, its 
people and 
oneself. 
 
Readers use 
strategies to 
construct 
meaning. 
 
Authors write 
with different 
purposes in 
mind. 
 
Writing is a 
multi-stage 
process. 

What attracts 
you to stories of 
suspense? 
 
What are the 
benefits of 
reading? 
 
How does 
reading affect 
your life? 
 
How do readers 
prepare for 
reading? What 
are readers 
thinking about 
as they read?  
 

Point of view 
Evidence 
Style 
Tone 
Topic Sentence 
Irony 
Suspense 
Plot 

Analyze how 
the Point of 
View of 
Sgt. Major 
Morris and 
Mr. White 
toward the 
monkey’s paw 
in the 
opening scene. 
How do these 
different 
viewpoints 
help create 
suspense? 
 
“Violence in 
Movies”-
Study Sync 

        c. When writing or speaking, produce simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences with 
            effectively-placed modifiers. 
        d. When reading or listening, explain the function of the voice (active and passive) and the mood of a verb and 
            its application in text. 
        e. When writing or speaking, produce and use varied voice and mood of verbs. 
     • 8.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
       When reading and writing, explain the functions of punctuation in creating sentence variety and style. 
     • 8.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, adjust style and tone to a variety of contexts; when reading or listening, analyze 
       stylistic choices to determine context. 
    • 8.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 8th grade-level 
       text by choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
       a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
       b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
       c. Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or phrase. 
       d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase. 



8.RL.KID.3 
Analyze how 
particular 
lines of dialogue 
or incidents in a 
story or drama 
propel the action, 
reveal aspects of a 
character, or 
provoke a 
decision. 
 
8.RL.CS.6 
Analyze how 
similarities and 
differences in the 
points of view of 
the audience 
and the 
characters create 
effects such as 
suspense, humor, 
or dramatic 
irony. 
 
8.RI.CS.6 
Determine an 
author’s 
point of view or 
purpose in a text 
and analyze how 
an author 
acknowledges 
and responds to 
conflicting 
evidence or 
viewpoints. 
8.RI.IKI.8 
Delineate and 

on matters of 
facts or 
interpretations. 
• Cite several 
pieces of textual 
evidence to 
support 
conclusions. 
 • Use 
technology to 
produce writing. 
 • Write a clear, 
effective topic 
sentence that 
introduces the 
topic of a 
paragraph. 
 • Vary my 
sentence 
structure. 
 • Maintain a 
consistent style 
and tone when 
writing. 

 
 
 
 
 

How does 
reading 
influence us?  
 
Why do we 
need to evaluate 
what we read? 
 
How do we 
approach 
writing?  
 
How does each 
step in the 
process impact 
your writing?  
 
 
 
 

Debate over 
the differing 
viewpoints 
from the 
article. Which 
author is 
more 
convincing? 
Which author 
best supports 
their points 
with strong 
evidence? 



evaluate the 
argument and 
specific claims 
in a text, 
assessing 
whether 
evidence is 
relevant and 
sufficient to 
support the 
claims and the 
reasoning is 
sound. 
 
8.RI.IKI.9 
Analyze a case in 
which two or 
more texts 
provide 
conflicting 
information on 
the same topic 
and identify 
where the texts 
disagree on 
matters of fact or 
interpretation. 
 
8.W.TTP.1  
Write arguments 
to support claims 
with clear 
reasons and 
relevant 
evidence. 

Quarter 2 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 



Weeks 
4-6 

The Hound of 
the Baskervilles 
 
Excerpt from A 
Night to 
Remember 
  
“The Tell-Tale 
Heart” 
 
“The Bells” 
 
Passages from 
The Hound of 
the Baskervilles 

8.RL.KID.2 
Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text and 
analyze its 
development 
over the course 
of the text, 
including its 
relationship to 
the characters, 
setting, and plot; 
provide an 
objective 
summary. 
 
8.RL.KID.3 
Analyze how 
particular 
lines of dialogue 
or incidents in a 
story or drama 
propel the action, 
reveal aspects of a 
character, or 
provoke a 
decision. 
 
8.RL.CS.6 
Analyze how 
similarities and 
differences in the 
points of view of 
the audience 
and the 
characters create 
effects 
such as suspense, 
humor, or 

Students will: 
 
• Determine a 
theme of a text 
and cite evidence 
to support it. 
 • Write an 
effective thesis 
statement. 
 • Effectively 
integrate both 
full and partial 
quotations. 
 • Analyze how a 
character 
changes over the 
course of a text. 
 • Use  
transitional 
words and 
phrases. 
 • Write a strong 
concluding 
statement. 
 • Vary my 
sentence 
structure. 
 • Maintain a 
consistent style 
and tone when 
writing. 

Writing is a 
reflective 
process.  
 
Written 
communication 
and proper 
grammar 
mechanics 
promote fluency 
of 
communication. 
 
Effective 
communication 
relies on the 
usage of proper 
forms.  
 
People 
communicate 
through words.  
 
 
 

How do we 
evaluate 
writing?  
 
How can we use 
evaluation and 
reflection to 
improve our 
writing? 
 
What is the 
purpose of 
communication? 
 
How does word 
choice affect 
meaning? 
 

Quotations 
Theme 
Character 
Setting 
Plot 
Dialogue 
Dramatic Irony 
Suspense 

“The Tell-Tale 
Heart” Work 
as a 
“lawyer” at 
the narrator’s 
trial. How will 
you either 
defend him or 
prosecute 
him? Would 
you say that 
his actions 
indicate he is 
mad and not 
responsible for 
his crime or 
that the 
steps he takes 
to commit his 
crime 
show he is not 
mad and is 
responsible for 
the murder? 
Use 
quotations 
from the story 
to support 
your answers. 
 
Argumentative 
Writing: What 
makes 
Sherlock 
Holmes a 
great 
detective? 
Consider 
Holmes’s 



dramatic irony. methods in 
The 
Hounds of the 
Baskervilles 
and how 
he solves the 
crime. Write a 
paragraph in 
which you 
argue for 
which 
characteristic 
or skill makes 
Holmes a 
great 
detective. 
 
Quiz over 
“The Bells” 
 
Test over “The 
Tell Tale 
Heart” 

Quarter 2 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
7-8 

The Hound of 
the Baskerville 
 
 

8.W.TTP.1  
Write arguments 
to support claims 
with clear 
reasons and 
relevant 
evidence. 
a. Introduce 
claim(s). 
b. Support 
claim(s) with 
logical 

Students will: 
 
• Write a 
complete, multi-
paragraph 
essay analyzing 
multiple texts. 
• Write an 
introductory 
paragraph 
that contains an 
effective thesis 
statement. 

Writing is a 
reflective 
process.  
 
Written 
communication 
and proper 
grammar 
mechanics 
promote fluency 
of 
communication. 
 
Effective 
communication 

What attracts 
you to stories of 
suspense? 
 
How do we 
approach 
writing?  
 
How does each 
step in the 
process impact 
your writing?  
 
 
 

Arguments 
Suspense 
Introduction 
Conclusion 
Thesis 
Textual Evidence 
 

Write a multi-
paragraph 
argumentative 
essay that 
explains 
what elements 
are necessary 
for the 
development 
of a successful 
suspenseful 
story. 
You must 
include textual 
evidence 



reasoning and 
relevant, 
sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge and 
refute alternate or 
opposing 
claim(s). 
c. Organize the 
reasons and 
evidence clearly 
and clarify the 
relationships 
among claim(s) 
and reasons. 
d. Use credible 
sources and 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the topic or 
source material. 
e. Craft an 
effective and 
relevant 
conclusion that 
supports 
the argument 
presented. 
f. Use precise 
language and 
content-specific 
vocabulary. 
g. Use 
appropriate 
transitions 
to create 
cohesion and 
clarify the 

• Plan and 
organize an 
essay 
logically and 
effectively, using 
varied 
transitions. 
• Write an 
effective topic 
sentence 
that supports a 
thesis and 
introduces the 
ideas of the 
paragraph. 
• Write a well-
developed 
paragraph 
that includes a 
topic sentence, 
textual evidence, 
explanation, 
and a concluding 
sentence. 
• Write a 
concluding 
paragraph that 
broadens the 
ideas of the 
essay. 

relies on the 
usage of proper 
forms.  
 
People 
communicate 
through words.  
 
 
 

 from 3 
selections 
from this unit, 
one of them 
MUST be The 
Hound of the 
Baskervilles. 
 
Test over The 
Hound of the 
Baskervilles. 
 



relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts. 
h. Use varied 
sentence 
structure to 
enhance meaning 
and reader 
interest. 
i. Establish and 
maintain a 
formal style. 

Quarter 2 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Week 
9 

Students will 
independently 
find websites, 
books, articles, 
and other texts 
to support their 
research 
question. 

8.RI.KID.3 
Analyze the 
techniques 
used to 
distinguish 
between and to 
make connections 
among 
individuals, 
events, or ideas in 
a text. 
8.W.RBPK.7 
Conduct 
research 
to answer a 
question 
(including 
a self-generated 
question), 
drawing on 
multiple sources 
and generating 
additional 

Students will: 
 
• Generate a 
research question 
• Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print 
and digital 
sources. 
 • Assess the 
credibility and 
accuracy of each 
source. 
 • Integrate the 
information 
while 
avoiding 
plagiarism. 
 • Find credible, 
reliable sources 
independently 

Visual materials 
enhance 
understanding. 
 
People rely on a 
variety of 
resources to 
obtain 
information.  
 
New information 
may result in a 
new idea or a 
change of stance. 

How is 
information 
organized? 
 
Why is 
information 
organized in 
different ways? 
 
How do the 
visual materials 
send messages?  
 
How do visuals 
impact our 
thoughts and 
actions? 
 

Research 
Sources 
Credibility 
Irrelevant 
Plagiarism 
Reliable 

Research and 
presentations 
based 
on student-
generated 
research 
questions 
related to texts 
and topics 
in this unit. 
 
Possible topics 
include: The 
popularity of 
phrenology in 
the 18/19 
century and 
why it was 
Discredited,  
Geography, 
geology, and 
biology of 
English moor 
country, 
Sherlock 



Holmes 
legacy, the 
inspiration 
behind “The 
Bells”. 
 

These 
standards are 
reinforced 
every 
quarter: 

  Reading Literature/Informational Text 
     • 8.RL.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; support an interpretation of a text by citing 
        relevant textual evidence. 
     • 8.RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; support an interpretation of a text by citing 
        relevant textual evidence. 
     • 8.RL.IKI.9 Analyze how contemporary texts are shaped by foundational texts or literary archetypes and how authors allude 
       to traditional works, myths, or religious texts; describe how traditional elements are rendered anew. 
     • 8.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
       independently and proficiently. 
     • 8.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity 
       band independently and proficiently. 
Writing 
      • 8.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
       task, purpose, and audience. 
      • 8.W.PDW.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
        planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
        addressed. 
      • 8.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific  
        tasks purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
     • 8.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions on 8th grade level topics and texts, engage effectively with varied 
       partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas clearly. 
     • 8.SL.CC.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media formats; evaluate the motives, such as 
       social, commercial, and political, behind its presentation. 
     • 8.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, valid reasoning, and well 
       chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
     • 8.SL.PKI.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
       indicated or appropriate. 
Language 
     • 8.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage. 
        a. When reading or listening, analyze the use of phrases and clauses within a larger text. 



        b. When reading or listening, explain the function of verbs. 
        c. When writing or speaking, produce simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences with 
            effectively-placed modifiers. 
        d. When reading or listening, explain the function of the voice (active and passive) and the mood of a verb and 
            its application in text. 
        e. When writing or speaking, produce and use varied voice and mood of verbs. 
     • 8.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
       When reading and writing, explain the functions of punctuation in creating sentence variety and style. 
     • 8.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, adjust style and tone to a variety of contexts; when reading or listening, analyze 
     • 8.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, adjust style and tone to a variety of contexts; when reading or listening, analyze 
       stylistic choices to determine context. 
    • 8.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 8th grade-level 
       text by choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
       a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
       b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
       c. Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or phrase. 
       d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 

 
 

Quarter 3 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 1-3  8.RL.KID.2 
Determine a 
theme or 
central idea of a 
text and analyze 
its development 
over the course 
of the text, 
including its 
relationship to 
the characters, 
setting, and plot; 
provide an 
objective 
summary. 

Students will: 
 
• Determine a 
theme of a text 
and analyze its 
development. 
• Identify and 
analyze how 
character traits 
are revealed 
in text. 
• Analyze how 
dialogue or 
incidents propel 
action, reveal 
aspects of a 

    



 8.RL.KID.3 
Analyze how 
particular lines 
of dialogue or 
incidents in a 
story or drama 
propel the action, 
reveal aspects 
of a character, or 
provoke a 
decision. 
8.RL.CS.5 
Compare and 
contrast the 
structure of two 
or more texts and 
analyze how the 
differing 
structure of 
each text 
contributes to its 
meaning 
and style. 
8.RL.CS.6 
Analyze how 
similarities 
and differences 
in the points of 
view of the 
audience and the 
characters create 
effects such as 
suspense, 
humor, or 
dramatic irony. 
8.RI.IKI.7 
Evaluate the 
advantages 

character, or 
provoke a 
decision. 
• Determine an 
author’s point 
of view. 
• Analyze how 
an author 
acknowledges 
and responds 
to conflicting 
evidence or 
viewpoints. 
• Analyze two 
texts that 
disagree on 
matters of facts 
or 
interpretations. 
• Cite textual 
evidence. 
• Write a clear 
and effective 
topic sentence 
that introduces 
the topic of a 
paragraph. 
 • Vary sentence 
structure. 
 • Maintain a 
consistent style 
and tone when 
writing. 



and 
disadvantages of 
using different 
mediums to 
present a 
particular 
topic or idea. 
8.RI.IKI.9 
Analyze a case in 
which two or 
more texts 
provide 
conflicting 
information on 
the same topic 
and identify 
where the texts 
disagree on 
matters of fact or 
interpretation. 
8.W.TTP.1  
Write arguments 
to support claims 
with clear 
reasons and 
relevant 
evidence. (A-I) 
8.W.TTP.3  
Write narratives 
(fiction and 
nonfiction) to 
develop real or 
imagined 
experiences or 
events using 
effective 
techniques, 
relevant 



descriptive 
details, and well-
structured 
event sequences. 
(A-G) 

Quarter 3 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
4-6 

 8.RL.KID.2 
Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text and 
analyze its 
development 
over the course 
of the text, 
including its 
relationship to 
the characters, 
setting, and plot; 
provide an 
objective 
summary. 
 8.RL.KID.3 
Analyze how 
particular lines 
of dialogue or 
incidents in a 
story or 
drama propel the 
action, reveal 
aspects 
of a character, or 
provoke a 
decision. 
8.RL.CS.6 
Analyze how 
similarities 

Students will: 
 
• Determine a 
theme of a text 
and cite evidence 
to support it. 
• Write an 
effective thesis 
statement. 
• Effectively 
integrate both 
full and partial 
quotations. 
• Analyze how a 
character 
changes over the 
course of a text. 
• Determine an 
author’s point 
of view 
 • Analyze how 
an author 
acknowledges 
and responds 
to conflicting 
evidence and 
viewpoints. 
 • Cite several 
pieces of textual 
evidence to 
support 
conclusions. 

    



and differences 
in the points of 
view 
of the audience 
and the 
characters 
create effects 
such as suspense, 
humor, or 
dramatic irony. 
8.RI.CS.6 
Determine an 
author’s point 
of view or 
purpose in a text 
and 
analyze how an 
author 
acknowledges 
and responds to 
conflicting 
evidence 
or viewpoints. 
8.RI.IKI.8 
Delineate and 
evaluate 
the argument 
and specific 
claims in 
a text, assessing 
whether 
evidence 
is relevant and 
sufficient to 
support 
the claims and 
the reasoning is 

 • Use 
appropriate 
transitions 
to create 
cohesion and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts 
 • Write a strong 
concluding 
sentence or 
statement 
 • Create an 
event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally and 
logically. 
 • Use narrative 
techniques, 
such as dialogue, 
pacing, 
description, and 
reflection 
when 
appropriate, to 
develop 
experiences, 
event, and/or 
characters. 
 • Use precise 
words and 
phrases to 
convey 
experience and 
events. 
 • Vary sentence 
structure 
 • Maintain a 
consistent style 



sound. 
8.W.TTP.3 Write 
narratives 
(fiction 
and nonfiction) 
to develop real or 
imagined 
experiences or 
events using 
effective 
techniques, 
relevant 
descriptive 
details, and well-
structured 
event sequences. 
8.W.TTP.3c 
Create a smooth 
progression of 
experiences or 
events. 
8.W.TTP.3d Use 
narrative 
techniques, such 
as dialogue, 
pacing, 
description, and 
reflection when 
appropriate, to 
develop 
experiences, 
events, and/or 
characters. 
8.W.TTP.3g Use 
precise words 
and 
phrases, relevant 
descriptive 

and tone when 
writing. 



details, and 
sensory language 
to convey 
experiences and 
events. 

Quarter 3 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Week 7-8  8.RL.IKI.7 
Analyze the 
extent to 
which a filmed 
or live 
production of a 
story or drama 
stays faithful to 
or departs from 
a text or script, 
evaluating the 
choices made by 
the director or 
actors. 
8.W.TTP.1  
Write arguments 
to support claims 
with clear 
reasons and 
relevant 
evidence. 
a. Introduce 
claim(s). 
b. Support 
claim(s) with 
logical reasoning 
and relevant, 
sufficient 
evidence; 
acknowledge and 
refute alternate or 

Students will: 
 
• Write a 
complete, multi-
paragraph essay 
 • Write an 
introductory 
paragraph that 
contains and 
effective thesis 
statement. 
 • Plan and 
organize an 
essay logically 
and effectively. 
 • Write an 
effective topic 
sentence that 
supports a thesis 
and introduces 
the ideas of the 
paragraph. 
 • Write a well-
developed 
paragraph that 
includes a 
topic sentence, 
textual evidence, 
explanation, and 
a concluding 
sentence. 

    



opposing 
claim(s). 
c. Organize the 
reasons and 
evidence 
clearly and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among claim(s) 
and reasons. 
d. Use credible 
sources and 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the topic or 
source material. 
e. Craft an 
effective and 
relevant 
conclusion that 
supports the 
argument 
presented. 
f. Use precise 
language and 
content specific 
vocabulary. 
g. Use 
appropriate 
transitions to 
create cohesion 
and clarify the 
relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts. 
 h. Use varied 
sentence 
structure to 

 • Use 
appropriate 
transitions 
to create 
cohesion and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts. 
 • Craft an 
effective and 
relevant 
conclusion that 
supports the 
argument 
presented. 
 • Effectively 
integrate both 
full and partial 
quotations. 
 



enhance meaning 
and reader 
interest. 
i. Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 

Quarter 3 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Week 9  8.RI.KID.3 
Analyze the 
techniques used 
to distinguish 
between and to 
make connections 
among 
individuals, 
events, or ideas in 
a text. 
8.W.RBPK.7 
Conduct 
research to 
answer a 
question 
(including a 
self-generated 
question), 
drawing on 
multiple sources 
and generating 
additional 
related, focused 
questions that 
allow for 
multiple 
avenues of 
exploration. 

Students will: 
 
• Generate a 
research question 
 • Gather 
relevant 
information 
from multiple 
print and digital 
sources. 
 • Asses the 
credibility and 
accuracy of each 
source. 
 • Integrate the 
information 
while avoiding 
plagiarism 
 • Find credible, 
reliable sources 
independently 
 • Integrate 
multimedia and 
visual displays 
into 
presentations. 

    



8.W.RBPK.8 
Use search 
terms 
effectively; 
integrate 
relevant and 
credible 
information 
from print and 
digital sources; 
quote or 
paraphrase 
the data and 
conclusions of 
others while 
avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a 
standard format 
for citation. 
8.SL.CC.3 
Delineate a 
speaker’s 
argument and 
specific claims, 
evaluating the 
soundness of the 
reasoning and 
relevance and 
sufficiency of 
the evidence: 
identify 
when irrelevant 
evidence is 
introduced. 



8.SL.PKI.5 
Integrate 
multimedia and 
visual displays 
into 
presentations to 
clarify 
information, to 
strengthen 
claims and 
evidence, and to 
add interest. 
8.W.PDW.6  
Use technology, 
including the 
Internet, to 
produce 
and publish 
writing and to 
collaborate with 
others; present 
the relationships 
between 
information 
and ideas 
efficiently; type 
a complete 
product in a 
single sitting 
as defined in 
W.1-3. 
8.W.RBPK.9 
Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, 



reflections, or 
research with 
evidence found 
in literature or 
informational 
texts, applying 
grade 8 
standards for 
reading; assess 
whether the 
reasoning is 
sound and 
the evidence is 
relevant and 
sufficient to 
support the 
claims and 
recognize when 
irrelevant 
evidence 
is introduced. 

These 
standards are 
reinforced 
every 
quarter: 

  Reading Literature/Informational Text 
     • 8.RL.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; support an interpretation of a text by citing 
        relevant textual evidence. 
     • 8.RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; support an interpretation of a text by citing 
        relevant textual evidence. 
     • 8.RL.IKI.9 Analyze how contemporary texts are shaped by foundational texts or literary archetypes and how authors allude 
       to traditional works, myths, or religious texts; describe how traditional elements are rendered anew. 
     • 8.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
       independently and proficiently. 
     • 8.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity 
       band independently and proficiently. 
Writing 
      • 8.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
       task, purpose, and audience. 
      • 8.W.PDW.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
        planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 



        addressed. 
      • 8.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific, 
        tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
     • 8.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions on 8th grade level topics and texts, engage effectively with varied 
       partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas clearly. 
     • 8.SL.CC.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media formats; evaluate the motives, such as 
       social, commercial, and political, behind its presentation. 
     • 8.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, valid reasoning, and well 
       chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
     • 8.SL.PKI.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
       indicated or appropriate. 
Language 
     • 8.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage. 
        a. When reading or listening, analyze the use of phrases and clauses within a larger text. 
        b. When reading or listening, explain the function of verbs. 
        c. When writing or speaking, produce simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences with 
            effectively-placed modifiers. 
        d. When reading or listening, explain the function of the voice (active and passive) and the mood of a verb and 
            its application in text. 
        e. When writing or speaking, produce and use varied voice and mood of verbs. 
     • 8.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
       When reading and writing, explain the functions of punctuation in creating sentence variety and style. 
     • 8.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, adjust style and tone to a variety of contexts; when reading or listening, analyze 
     • 8.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, adjust style and tone to a variety of contexts; when reading or listening, analyze 
       stylistic choices to determine context. 
    • 8.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 8th grade-level 
       text by choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
       a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
       b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
       c. Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or phrase. 
       d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 

 
 
 
 



Quarter 4 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 1- 
3 

 8.RL.KID.3  
Analyze how particular 
lines of dialogue or 
incidents in astory or 
drama propel the 
action, reveal aspects of 
a character, or 
provoke a decision. 
8.RI.KID.2 Determine 
a central 
idea of a text and 
analyze its 
development over the 
course of 
the text, including its 
relationship 
to supporting ideas; 
provide an 
objective summary. 
8.RI.CS.4 Determine 
the 
meaning of words 
and phrases 
as they are used in a 
text, including 
figurative, 
connotative, 
and technical 
meanings; 
analyze the impact of 
a specific 
word choice on 
meaning and 
tone, including 
analogies and 

Students will: 
 
• Determine a 
central idea of a 
text and analyze 
its development 
 • Determine an 
author’s point of 
view 
 • Analyze how an 
author 
acknowledges and 
responds 
to conflicting 
evidence or 
viewpoints 
 • Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as 
they are used in 
the text. 
 • Analyze the 
structure of a text 
 • Analyze the 
impact of word 
choice on 
meaning and tone. 
 • Cite several 
pieces of textual 
evidence to 
support 
conclusions. 
 • Use technology 
to produce 
writing. 
 • Engage the 
reader by 

    



allusions to other 
texts. 
8.RI.CS.5  
Analyze in detail the 
structure of a specific 
paragraph or section in 
a text, including the 
role of particular 
sentences in 
developing and 
refining a key concept. 
8.RI.CS.6  
Determine an author’s 
point of view or 
purpose in a text 
and analyze how the 
author acknowledges 
and responds to 
conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints 
8.W.TTP.3  
Write narratives 
(fiction and 
nonfiction) to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or 
events using effective 
techniques, relevant 
descriptive details, and 
well-structured event 
sequences. 
a. Engage and orient 
the reader 
by establishing a 
context and 
point of view and 
introducing a 
narrator and/or 

establishing 
content and point 
of view and 
introducing a 
narrator and 
characters. 
 • Organize an 
event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally and 
logically. 
 • Use narrative 
techniques to 
develop events 
and characters. 
 • Use a variety of 
transition words 
to convey 
sequence, signal 
shifts, and show 
the relationships 
among 
experiences and 
events. 
 • Craft an 
effective 
conclusion  
• Use precise 
words and 
phrases to convey 
ideas. 
 • Vary sentence 
structure 
 • Maintain a 
consistent style 
and tone when 
writing. 



participants/characters. 
b. Organize an event 
sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 
c. Create a smooth 
progression of 
experiences or events. 
d. Use narrative 
techniques, such 
as dialogue, pacing, 
description, and 
reflection when 
appropriate, to develop 
experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 
e. Use a variety of 
transition words, 
phrases, and clauses to 
convey sequence, 
signal shifts, and show 
the relationships 
among experiences 
and events. 
f. Craft an effective 
and relevant 
conclusion that 
reflects on the 
narrated experiences 
or events. 
g. Use precise words 
and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and 
sensory language to 
convey experiences 
and events. 
 
 
 



Quarter 4 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
4-5 

 8.RI.CS.4  
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases 
as they are used in a 
text, including 
figurative, 
connotative, and 
technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of 
a specific word 
choice on meaning 
and tone, including 
analogies and 
allusions to other 
texts. 
8.RI.CS.5  
Analyze in detail the 
structure of a specific 
paragraph or section in 
a text, including the 
role of particular 
sentences in 
developing and 
refining a key 
concept. 
8.RI.CS.6  
Determine an author’s 
point of view or 
purpose in a text 
and analyze how the 
author acknowledges 
and responds to 
conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints. 
8.W.TTP.2  

Students will: 
 
• Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text. 
• Cite pieces of 
text evidence to 
Support 
conclusions. 
• Write an 
effective thesis 
statement 
• Effectively 
integrate both full 
and partial 
quotations. 
• Analyze how a 
character 
changes over the 
course of a text. 
• Use appropriate 
transitions 
• Write a strong 
concluding 
statement 
• Vary sentence 
structure 
• Maintain a 
consistent style 
and tone when 
writing. 

    



Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information through 
the selection, 
organization, and 
analysis of relevant 
content. 
8.W.TTP.2 a.  
Introduce a topic 
clearly, using the 
introduction to 
prepare the reader for 
what is to follow. 
8.W.TTP.2c  
Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples. 
8.W.TTP.2i  
Use varied sentence 
structure to enhance 
meaning and reader 
interest. 

Quarter 4 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
5-6 

 8.RL.KID.2 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze 
its development over 
the course 
of the text, including 
its relationship to the 
characters, setting, and 
plot; provide an 

Students will: 
 
• Determine a 
theme of a text 
and cite evidence 
to support it. 
 • Cite several 
pieces of text 
evidence to 
support 

    



objective summary. 
 8.RL.KID.3  
Analyze how particular 
lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or 
drama propel the 
action, reveal aspects of 
a character, or provoke 
a decision. 
 8.W.TTP.2  
Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information through 
the selection, 
organization, and 
analysis of relevant 
content. 
 8.W.TTP.2a  
Introduce a topic 
clearly, using the 
introduction to  prepare 
the reader for what is to 
follow. 
8.W.TTP.2c   
Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples. 
8.W.TTP.2d  
Thoroughly and 
accurately explain and 
elaborate on 
the evidence provided, 
demonstrating a clear 

conclusions. 
 • Analyze how 
dialogue or 
incidents propel 
the action, 
reveal aspects of a 
character, 
or provoke a 
decision. 
 • Analyze how 
contemporary 
texts are shaped 
by foundational 
texts. 
 • Analyze how 
authors allude to 
traditional works 
 • Write an 
effective thesis 
statement 
 • Effectively 
integrate both full 
and partial 
quotations. 
 • Analyze how a 
character 
changes through 
the course of 
a text 
 • Use appropriate 
transitions 
• Write a strong 
concluding 
statement 
 • Vary sentence 
structure 
 • Maintain a 
consistent style 
and tone when 
writing 



understanding of the 
topic and the 
source material. 

Quarter 4 Resources Standards Learning Target Enduring 
Understandings 

Essential 
Questions 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Assessments 

Weeks 
7-through 
end of 
year 

 8.RI.KID.3  
Analyze the techniques 
used to distinguish 
between and to 
make connections 
among individuals, 
events, or ideas in a 
text. 
8.W.RBPK.7 
Conduct research 
to answer a question 
(including a self-
generated question), 
drawing on multiple 
sources and 
generating additional 
related, focused 
questions that allow 
for multiple avenues 
of exploration. 
8.W.RBPK.8 Use 
search terms 
effectively; integrate 
relevant and credible 
information from 
print and digital 
sources; quote 
or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of 
others while avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation. 

Students will: 
 
• Generate a 
research question 
• Gather relevant 
information 
from multiple 
print and digital 
sources. 
• Asses the 
credibility and 
accuracy of each 
source 
• Integrate the 
information while 
avoiding 
plagiarism 
• Find credible, 
reliable sources 
independently 
• Integrate 
multimedia and 
visual displays 
into presentations. 

    



8.SL.CC.3  
Delineate a speaker’s 
argument and 
specific claims, 
evaluating the 
soundness of the 
reasoning and 
relevance and 
sufficiency of the 
evidence: identify 
when irrelevant 
evidence is 
introduced. 
8.SL.PKI.5  
Integrate multimedia 
and visual displays 
into presentations to 
clarify information, 
to strengthen claims 
and evidence, and to 
add interest. 
8.W.PDW.6  
Use technology, 
including the 
Internet, to 
produce and publish 
writing and 
to collaborate with 
others; present the 
relationships 
between information 
and ideas efficiently; 
type a complete 
product in a single 
sitting as defined in 
W.1-3. 



8.W.RBPK.9  
Support 
interpretations, 
analyses, reflections, 
or research with 
evidence found in 
literature or 
informational texts, 
applying grade 8 
standards for reading; 
assess whether the 
reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is 
relevant and 
sufficient to support 
the claims and 
recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is 
introduced. 
 

 
 

These 
standards are 
reinforced 
every 
quarter: 

  Reading Literature/Informational Text 
     • 8.RL.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; support an interpretation of a text by citing 
        relevant textual evidence. 
     • 8.RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; support an interpretation of a text by citing 
        relevant textual evidence. 
     • 8.RL.IKI.9 Analyze how contemporary texts are shaped by foundational texts or literary archetypes and how authors allude 
       to traditional works, myths, or religious texts; describe how traditional elements are rendered anew. 
     • 8.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
       independently and proficiently. 
     • 8.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity 
       band independently and proficiently. 
Writing 
      • 8.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 



       task, purpose, and audience. 
      • 8.W.PDW.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
        planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
        addressed. 
      • 8.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific, 
        tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
     • 8.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions on 8th grade level topics and texts, engage effectively with varied 
       partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas clearly. 
     • 8.SL.CC.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media formats; evaluate the motives, such as 
       social, commercial, and political, behind its presentation. 
     • 8.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, valid reasoning, and well 
       chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
     • 8.SL.PKI.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
       indicated or appropriate. 
Language 
     • 8.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage. 
        a. When reading or listening, analyze the use of phrases and clauses within a larger text. 
        b. When reading or listening, explain the function of verbs. 
        c. When writing or speaking, produce simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences with 
            effectively-placed modifiers. 
        d. When reading or listening, explain the function of the voice (active and passive) and the mood of a verb and 
            its application in text. 
        e. When writing or speaking, produce and use varied voice and mood of verbs. 
     • 8.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
       When reading and writing, explain the functions of punctuation in creating sentence variety and style. 
     • 8.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, adjust style and tone to a variety of contexts; when reading or listening, analyze 
     • 8.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, adjust style and tone to a variety of contexts; when reading or listening, analyze 
       stylistic choices to determine context. 
    • 8.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 8th grade-level 
       text by choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
       a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
       b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 
       c. Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or phrase. 
       d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 

 



 
 

 
 


